
On April 25, 1997, Keith Riddick
and Kendrick Henderson robbed
the Quality Finance Company in

Johnston County. They committed this
crime with a third person, named “Terrance.”
During the robbery, “Terrance” shot Alice
Wise, one of the company employees, as-
saulted her boss, Charles Woodard, and
robbed Bertha Miller, a customer. Both
Ms. Wise and Mr. Woodard are white; Ms.
Miller is black.

Henderson left fingerprints at the scene.
When he was arrested, he told Johnston
County authorities that “Terrance” was
Riddick’s cousin from New York and gave
them the address where “Terrance” lived.
When police went to that address, nobody
was home. Later that evening, police ar-
rested Terence Garner, at a different ad-
dress. As soon as Henderson saw Terence
Garner, he told the police that they had the
wrong “Terrance.” However, Alice Wise,
who had been shot in the head during the
robbery, saw Terence Garner in a bond
hearing shackled to Henderson. She told
District Attorney Tom Lock that he had
“the right ones.”

Keith Riddick was willing to testify that
Terence Garner was the third robber in ex-
change for a plea bargain limiting his sen-
tence to four-to-six years. Tom Lock had
Riddick take a polygraph test on whether
this version of the crime was true. Al-
though Riddick failed the polygraph, Lock
agreed to a light sentence in exchange for
testifying against Terence. Riddick testi-
fied as agreed; he even denied that he had a
cousin named “Terrance.”

The jury also heard from others: the
two white eyewitnesses, Alice Wise and
Charles Woodard, identified Terence Gar-
ner as the shooter; Ms. Miller testified that
she knew Terence Garner from the com-
munity, but did not see him at the robbery;

Henderson testified that Terence Garner
was not involved—that he was the wrong
“Terrance”; several of Garner’s friends and
relatives testified that he was playing ball
with them at the time of the robbery. None-
theless, Terence Garner was convicted of
robbery, kidnapping, and attempted mur-
der, and sentenced to a minimum of 25
years in prison.

Soon after trial, Henderson told a
Wayne County detective that the Johnston
County authorities prosecuted the wrong
Terrance. Henderson repeated the address
where “Terrance” lived. Wayne County de-
tectives went to that address and found Ter-
rance DeLoach, Riddick’s cousin, who had
recently been released from prison in New
York. DeLoach confessed to being the third
robber; however, when he was turned over
to the Johnston County authorities, De-
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Loach recanted his confession and said he
had nothing to do with the crimes. Like
Riddick, DeLoach failed a polygraph test.

Meanwhile, officers went to talk with
Keith Riddick. Riddick admitted that he
had perjured himself—that his cousin, Ter-
rance DeLoach, and not Terence Garner,
was the third robber.

At a Motion for Appropriate Relief
hearing, Henderson testified that Terrance
DeLoach was the “Terrance” he had been
talking about. Riddick and DeLoach re-
fused to testify, but their statements clear-
ing Garner were introduced into evidence.
Ms. Wise and Mr. Woodard testified again
that Terence Garner was the third robber.

The state did not subpoena Bertha
Miller because she would have testified
that Garner was not involved. The defense
did not know that she had tentatively iden-
tified DeLoach as the third robber.

Judge Jenkins, who had presided over
the original trial and was running for re-
election (as were the district attorney and
sheriff), denied the defense motion for a
new trial. He chose to disbelieve the several
black witnesses (from another district) who
exonerated Terence Garner, and to believe
the white witnesses (from his own district)
who implicated him. Jenkins ruled that, be-
cause Ms. Wise and Mr. Woodard identified
Terence Garner, DeLoach’s confession and
Riddick’s admission to perjury must be

false. The N.C. Court of Appeals affirmed
Mr. Garner’s convictions; the N.C. Supreme
Court declined to review the case.

That is how this story might have ended
had it not been for Ofra Bikel, a television
documentary producer. Her story on the
case was aired in January 2002 and the
public response was enormous; people
from all over the country were outraged by
the apparent injustice in this case. Within a
couple of weeks, Judge Jenkins was re-
cused, the judgments vacated, and Terence
released on bond. Recently, after Terence
passed another polygraph, District Attor-
ney Tom Lock dismissed the charges, and
Terence is now free.

There are those who would say that this
case proves that the system works.

However, Terence is not free because of
the system; he is free because of media at-
tention, and because a small army of vol-
unteer lawyers, investigators, journalists,
law students and concerned citizens would
not accept the system’s verdict. ■
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Terence Garner was released and charges dismissed after the airing of a news documentary describing the
injustices of his trial.


